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July 11, 2007 
 
Annette Duerock 
Panhandle Health 
8500 N Atlas 
Hayden, ID 83835      
 
 
Subject: Joint Focus Group Meeting, June 27th, 2007 
 
Mrs. Duerock: 
 
After reading the meeting notes, it sounds like the public involvement in the Panhandle Septic Design 
Flow discussions was a huge success.  I appreciate the opportunity to participate in two of the three 
meeting for which I received an invitation.  I regret and apologize for my lack of attendance of the final 
meeting of June 27th. Hopefully the Panhandle Health District will be willing to accept my comments 
and position on this issue in written form as outlined below.  
 
I am in favor of implementing the Design and Agency “Red Line” proposal.  In my opinion, I feel little 
need to consider bedrooms as part of this calculation due to the confusion a two tiered calculation 
system may create for all parties involved.  This proposal should start with a flow of 300 GPD minimum.  
 
I do feel some commitment should be made by the Panhandle Health District to address the following 
topics of concern as discussed at some of the meetings held:  

1. Although contrary to recent rule making, speculative drainfields should be permitted, installed 
and maintained as a placeholder for future building under the rules valid at the time of the 
original permit.  This placeholder should be maintained for a duration not to exceed 20 years, 
but should be no less than 5 years.  Numerous situations can be cited where the recently 
approved rule would dramatically limit planned growth and cost property owners thousands, if 
not millions of dollars in the long term.  

2. Similar talks should continue which take into consideration improved technologies and soil 
dosing methods.  It is my opinion that some incentive should be given to these technologies in 
situations where potential wastewater impact is probable.  

3. With the passing of this proposed rule, I feel the local requirement to install two complete 
drainfields on systems of more than two connections should be eliminated.  The state rule would 
still exist for Large Soil Adsorption Systems requiring an enlarged drainfield area as mandated 
by State Code.   

 
I hope to hear from you soon on these and other issues. Lastly, I would like to compliment the Health 
District’s efforts to improve dialogue and feedback by all involved.  Please let me know if there is 
anything I can do to support the Health District’s efforts in the future.  
 
 
Thank you, 

 
Allen Worst 




